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BROTHKK CHARLKV. I bet
w hen you here what J &
( race has made up our

minds you & Mary will
/ vvisht you was doing tlio same tiling

or In a v l»f» vnti will folltiw our ex-

ampcl & flo the same thing: & I hope
you will because its the only way to

live when you grot children.
Charley we made up our minds to

buy a place some whores out in the

subburbs & build a house not a grate
big house of corse, but a bouse where
a man can move around in with out

bumping in to the walls all the wile
and have enough ground so the childrenwon't half to be cooped up all
the day like in a flat but can run

t. around A* get some oxxersise.
The other day the Walters came to

see us & stayed all p.m. & little
I'd & the baby both of them hollered
s.11 the wilt* they was there & when
'he Walters bad went 1 say® to Grace
ts a bout time you lerned them
babvs to shut there mouth when we

ysN
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, Rot Co. & Grace says I can't do rotli.ing with them because there cooped
up in the flat all day & dont never

Ret out & how can you expect them
to be nothing but cross At mean all
the wile. She says you are makeing
Rood money now & I dont see why

' is it we cant find a place out in the
country some wheres & live there &
it wouldent take you no longer to

Ret to work then it does now with
this rotten "L" servus.
So 1 says well when our lease runs

out in Oct. I will look a round in
some of them subburbs & see can

we rent a house reasonible or may
be we can buy a little 1 on payments.
Then Grace says lets buy a lot some
wheres & build our own house At I
ays what do you think I am rockefellowAt she says no but you dont
half to be rockefellow to build a

bouse now days because you can

borry the money & pay it back a littleto a time At just like paying rent
only your getting more for your
money. Then she says and besides
L> got $1900 in the bank that you can
take & how much you got in the

I bank your self. So I got out my i

L bank book At seen where I had a I
p bout $600 &- with her $1900 that

makes a bout $1609 & we can get a I

nice lot some wheres for that amt.
At then pay for the house by the mo.
* build a hungello say costing $2490
and have it all payed for in 1 yr. by
paying $50 per wk. At meen time we
can live on $50 per wk. At cut down

fiAtVia x- mrtvips crroservs.

I am going to get off tomorrow
p m and Annies comeing over to
look out for the babys while I &
Grace go* to 1 of the subburbs &
we are going to look them all over

. 1 at a time before we chose the 1 we

^ want so it may be 2 or 3 mos. before
I can write & tell you where are we

going to locat at but now I cant
hardly wait till we got our lot &
started to build our bungello because
a man aint realy liveing when he is
liveing in a flat it espeshaly when
youve got childcrn. you better get
busy Charley & get in to the game.
Kindest to llary.

Fred A. Cross.
* * * a

Chicago. May 5.

pUOTHBR Charley. I didn't think
1 would be writeing you this

news so quick but we got our lot all

ready A- its out to Allison 16 mi. west

of the Ieoop on the c d & x It it dont

only take 46 min. for the trains to

tome in to town & it takes me 35
min. now to go in on the I* we was

going to look over all the subburbs
but Allison was the 1st 1 on the list
It Grace got stuck on it right away
A- so did I & wo went a round with
the real estate man A- he showed us
some swell lots & 1 that you couldentget a wav from because it was

big A" roomy A- 3 big trees on it that
the real estate man says in maple &
» real bargun because its 166 ft.
frontidgc A 156 ft. deep A only $1500
A we can p^>" for '1 when ever we

get ready provideing its in side of 2
yrs. A- thats easy.

t. had $166 a long with me when
we went out A- when I Bee what a

bafgun we was eft tin A. the real estateman says wo hotter hurry if wo

*»ntp<i it because some hotly rlso
wan liboi to soe it X- cop it out so I
give the real ostato man the $100 to
hin<l the bareun & ho is going to eot
tit* papers fixed up today A- then I
tfitVeiyo him the other 51400 w*o Rot
saved in the hank & then we can

borry the money to build the buneclloft pay that back a mo. at a

* njtjp < flnnish up payine for the lot
a/I*r words, we fieuro that in 2 yrs.
are wili be all cleaned up A have our

own home & not be norring a bout
no rent onct a ino. ft they'll be room

foe the kids to plav a round all day
writh out no danger of them being
run over by a st. car or some thing.

I got a date with the real estate
tan to Ret the papers fixed up &
must hurry down town, you better
Ret busy Charley & Ret in to the
game.
Kindest to Mary.

Fred A. Cross.
* * *

Chicago. Nov. 50.
nRClTHER Charley, wear started at

last & Grace borryed JfiOl) off of
her old man & Ive Rave it to the hank
A now they got It all tho there suposedto be loneing It to me & I pay
*- 'nt at the cotnishon & all that

A dont never even see. the money or

dont know weather they is any or

not, l»ut what do you think Charley
the bank wont even let me pay it

hack when i gret it but I got to wait
2 yrs. A. '» pay int. all thai time
before 1 ran pay it ail up even if i

« should pick up a million dollars on

the st. tomorrow & 1 rant pay so

much per wk. but I got to pay it this
way. 6% int. twlct a yr. besides pa.vinicback on the prinsipal evry yr.
for 0 yrs. unless I want to pay it all
up in " A 'x yrs. & if I dont it will
be *00 evry yr. for u yrs. besides
the int.
& yet the paoers keeps after us

and pans fin life out of us because
theys 1 or 2 stick up men a round
town. "

t had to britiK the contraoktrr to

the bar.k with me A- him A- the man

in the bank went over the eontraek
tm pettier A fixed up how be was

tn;: to ai t payed t lie Rets a littleat a time A the »-iih eontrackters
>.». bireil for the difTrent parts of
ihe nous*" c« ts there r»joney when
ever the contrackl'l* tells the arrlmterkthey trot some eo/nrinc Ar th« n

the whatrck nitr< 4 oriirr on the
hank A- I in dor* the order hut heforethe arrhaterk si(t*is the order
ha over looks the work & sees Chat

OUR OV
itn o k sn ! don't half to do no wor!rinj; a bout that.
well theys I cood thinn Charley

1 wont half to lay aside 110 JtiO pel
\vk. but will only half to lay a sid«
a bout J#0 per mo. provideing 1
dont want to Ret all cleaned up til
1 half to which i« 5 yrs. from now
but if 1 want to jret all cleaned uj
as soon as 1 can which Is t'Vi yrs
T will half to lay a side a bout $1«(
per mo. A.- 1 stuess thais what ]
will do. we dont half to worry t

1 bout tli*1 $K60 Grace borryed off hei
old man because be sends ber $20t
evry berth day & he wont half t<
send her nothing* for 3 yrs. A- we wil
be all square.

Fred A. Gross.
1 * * * *

Chicago. Nov. 29.
i\KAK 'barley, well Charley the:

started work on the house ^
what do you think they done righ
off the real. they dug the founda
shun the rong way of the lot & now

th-ey got to do it. all over again bu
it wont cost me nothing because its
theer own fault & they dug the foun
dashun like as if the long way of the
house was going to run the way ol
the st. A- it dont run that way ir
the plans &. they got to fill in pari

A t 1
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of what they dug out & do some
more diging & it dont matter but
it takes time X- if they dont hurry
up A- get the foundashun layed the
ground will be froze stlfT & they cant
get started before winter. I told
(irace to let them go a head & build
the house the way they started but
her and the arehateck give me the
laugh & so there going to have it did
over.

It snowed a little this a m but the
arehateck says that dont make no

diffrence as long is it dont freez
hard & the ground gets froze, you
see the foundashun is concreet & if
it should get froze it might maybe
qrack some time & brake & give a

way & the house might may be fall
down on our head.
Well Charley I guess things will

go a long o k now & Im glad wear
started & if I was you I would get
in to the game because liveing in a

house is the only way to lire when
you got chlldern & I guess its all
right for the bank to have all my
money & all the papers a bout the
house a lot because this is a old
bank A- no chance of blowing up but
it seems kind of funny that 1 cant
keep the papers or nothing to show
that I own a lot or own any thing
but liveing in a house is the only
thing when you got childem & speakingof childern how is little May &
both Kd & the -baby is geting a long
o k.
Kindest rgds. from I & Grace.

F". A. Gross.
* * * *

Chicago. Dec. 23.

rjROTHKFi Charley, this is to wish

you a mary xmas & Charley 1

know you will cxxcus I & Grace from
not sending nothing to you & Mary
this yr. but this house building hat

got me on the jump & 1 cant spend
a nickel on nothing this yr. Grace it
sending little May a box of candy
that she made her self & next xmat

may be we will be better fixed & car
send you some thing as usul but yot
can see where wear up against it thli
yr. & cant send nothing because
things cost a hole lot more than
thot or I wouldent never of startec
to build.

the latest is the arehateck told me
we should ought to do some gradeingon the lot a round the house be-
cause the weather was so goou a

then we wouldent have to do nc

gradeing in the spring but could gel
busy right a way A fix up the lawr
A plant the grass seeds, well I told
Grace a bout it A she says it was ir
the contrack that the contracktei
had to do the gradeing with the din
that was dug out of the ground
where the foundashon is at & I told
the archateck a bout that & he sayi
on aect of there diging the foundashonthe rong way at the start then
wascnt no dirt left over because thej
had to All in where they dug out
and shouldent of dug so 1 had to gc
A get a hold of a man to come A
do some gradeing a round the house
A he stuck me up for $60 but than
all over now & out of the way.
Then Grace found out that thej

was only 2 of the rms. up stares tha
theys a place for closets in them &
1 says 2 closets was enough but sh<
says no they got to he closets in al
4 of the rms. up stares A- I askc
the archateck a bout it A he says i
was foolish, but Grace kicked liki
a tnule A the archateck says he coult
put in the closets hut it would maki
them 2 rms. smaller. I asked hin
if it would cost more money A h<
says no he dident think so so w<
had him go a head A make plans foi
2 more closets A yest. he eome f
told me it would cost $50 more A
says I thot you told me it woulden
cost nothing more A he says i tho

.^'U' .ill'.nr
"WE WENT AHOINI) WITH THE H

I S SOME !

ao my self but I was miss taken. 8.
what could a man do but pay th
extra $50 only 1 aim payed it ye
but will half to.
but the house la geting a loni

fine & the out side is most all up i
they arc in a hurry to get the too
flnnished before the real bad snos
comes & Soon as they get the roof oi
they wont care if the weather i
rotten or o k.
best wishes for a mary xmas t

you A- Mary & little Mary & kin
| rgds. A- 1 know youll see how it Is.

Kred A. Moss.
* » * *

Chicago, Jan. 21I\HAIt Charley, they got nte all tnoa
drove crazy & if any body eve

says to you build a house bust them ii

} the jaw. The arrhateck keeps ring
| ine me up on the phono all the whil
a bout a timca a da & siring do

fN HOME
i want this or that & what do 1 know he
i* hout it & he is fretting payed for &
doing the worrying but in sted of him let
doing it he lays it all off on to me. ma

s I some times he w ants to know do we goi
want a tin or ivery hath tub & Its sol
in the eontraek for us to have a ivery sta
bath nib but when I tell him that fro

> he says I thot you might of wanted fln
tin boear.ke ivory's going to rost more mo

1 mnncy when I say what do I care for
I ) what it costs because all I half to ]
i pay is what the contrack calls for ho
r then he says the price of Iverys went fui
) up . we cant put it In for the money thi
> I thot we could so 1 & Grace argu it ajj
1 out then tell him to go ahead & he

its $*>fl or $ <0 more or what ever it is. t0

Then lie keeps wanting: me to tell jol
him if we want this or that & how int

do I know what is it we wunt when trt

f its all in the contrack & he should wc

ought to know with out. bothering mi
: me. & besides that the real estate
t man told me that taxes was pretty of
. near nothing in Allison but I got ru:

r notise to day that I owe JfiO taxes itif
& If thats pretty near nothing Im all

( glad it aim no big Hint. lm

5j Then another thing when the 1

arehateek drawed the plans he made
> a misstake a hout putting in the radirators for the hot water heat & hes
i Jaint got enough of them in & hes
t going to put in - extra Is and he aint

tec

V̂ see

aC « « mo:
the

day
bor
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ue

told me yet what that will ami. to but ",c

it will be a plenty.
Where ? was going to lay a side nal

$160 per mo. I aint laying nothing a

virtr- thev donf seem to be no chance ,

of fvcr saveing a nickel tiniest we ' "f
[ dont rat nothing A- you know Charley ja^

I waaent never the man to starv my
self to death. I told the man down
to the bank a bout the radiators &
the bath tuh A he says I should ought jn
to of had some sort of writen eontrackwith the archateok so he
Uouldent keep hanging them things
/on me all the wile but its to late now ^
& any way I guess they wont he no £j
more trouble tho I wisht they would
go a head & not worry me to death pie
asking them questions. stu
rgds. to Mary. T .

F. A. Gross.
* * * * t,rT

T. , . the
Chicago. Feb. 2. be(

pROTHER Charley, fcell Charley wit
Im up against it now right, we

was so busy down to the station & to
a round town that I dident get out T
to Allison for 2 wks. & I went out 'ht

there yest. & went to the house AIthey wasent no body working A I
seen 1 of the naybers & they says

they hasent been no body working
for a wk. tho the weathers been
grand & they should ought to be liuslingon the job to get it finnished beforethe 1 of March.

I called the archateok up & asked
him what was comeing off & he says
the contrackter couldent do no more
till he get some more lumber & the
lumber Co. wouldn't let the contrackterhave no more because it
wouldent trust liim for no more
money & if I would garantee the
money all right, what do you know
about that Charley?

I says why should I garantee the
money when its all down to the bank
& the archateok says that dident
make no diffrence to the lumber Co.
because the contrackter all ready got
all the lumber that was called for in
the eontrack A now he wanted some

! more & I says what for & he says
I the contrackter usetl more lumber
I then the archateck thot they was

going to" need well I says I wouldenl
: carantee nothing: & the arohateek

says he wouldent neither if he was
me hut if we couldent pet no more

: lumber the work would be held up
> till we did pet some so there you are.
I I talked to the man down to the
bank & he says the contrackter wasIent no pood & dident have no credit

i & if he used more lumber then the
eontrack called for he should ought

t to pay for it him self, so I called up for
I the contrackter & told him a bout it del
I & he says he was sick of the job any &
> way &. 1 could go jump in the lake wil
because he wasent going to do no a 1

< job where lie was loosing money. thi
' I told them that down to the bank ba<
L & the man says 1 could make the V
> contrackter finnish the joh hut if he jot
: couldent get no credit & dident want his
! to flnnlsh the job 1 wouldent have co,
i no house for a yr. or just as long as wl(

the contrackter felt like. I says no r,
' because it says right in the eontrack ,

t that the house must he all done by ^ ;

c the 1 of march & the man at the bank '°

! says yes but suppose it aint done '

1 then what will you do a bout it. I 'ha
i says 1 will sue the contrackter and 'hfl
t they says you couldent g< t a nickel &
» because theys no penalty in the con- ira
i track for him not goting threw by mo
? the 1 of march &. even if they was he
I you couldent get nothing out of him toe
1 if lies broke & hes probly broke or tht
j else they wouldent be no trouble a "V
r bout" him getting credit. nIa
i tjo I went to the arohateek K- talk-' (0
I ed it over with him & he says the &
t oontrackter under hid on the con- .e|
t track & seen he couldn't huild no fro

Z&i
T
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LEAE ESTATE MAX AXD HE SHOWED th<
iU KLL liyr* " vk

i t
o house like mine for no suoh figure & of
e thats why lie wanted to quit & I says dot that may be so but what do I care 6e<Kf he looses money its his own fait sic! A we will make him go ahead A het finnish the Job. nef Then the archateck says yes youv could do that but you couldent makeii him finnish it' in no spcsiflde time As he might be 10 yrs. doing it so the

| best thing you can do now is let me "pt0 get a boss carpenter to finnish thed . job A let all the sub contrackters go
a head w ith there part A the car- "n
penter can do the work the contrackterwas going to do A you can pay 1S
him by the wk. °

j I says how much more will that f-'1 cost, he says hardly any more A you ISC
r will sret the job finished quick thai cel
n way so I says all rirht go a head A aid

hire a carpenter so hes froinc to hire tlv
a carpenter but he saya they alnt no

e rhanoe in the world of retting the ^
1 house buiid by the X of march & may. no

J

J
not till the middle of march & I
Grace all ready had the flat sub
ted to a family from the 1 of
rch to the J of May & they was
inp to keep it after words for them
f so now I & Grace will half to
y at some hotel or some wheres
m the 1 of march till the house is
nished & it will cost us some more
>ney besides storeinp our furnitur
a con pie wks.
am iiin> ne o.v i ne i 01 .narni i»v

use wfjl be so an we can stick the
"nituro in it but I dont know &
y got me worred & the arohateok

it worrying at all tho thats what
gets payed for. I give him $200
worry for me & then 1 take hi?

> a way from him. if it. would do
any good to go out to that eonicktershouse & brake his jaw I

uld do it but what would that get
nothmg.

[ hope the archateck can get a hold
a good carpenter right a way &
yh the job threw but theys no te 1

fhow long it will be & I lerned
ready not to look for no good

*k.
Kindest to Mary.

Fred A. Gross.
* * * *

Chicago. Feb. 24.
KAR Charley, what do you suposehas came off now. the archakis sick & cant be on the job no

re & left the work to his cousin
biow do I know weather the cousin
[>ws a house from a box car but
at can 1 do. I asked the cousin
at was the matter with the arcbak& he says it was a nervous brake
in be thot be got sick worrying
out my house because evry thing
went rong. I says he aint did no

re worring then me & I dont even
payed for worring.

rell the cousin is worse then the
htc-ck a bout asking Questions that
ont know nothing a bout what to
er & if asking questions made the
lateck sick his cousins wont live
k.
ceording to the con track the house
uld ought to be finished a wk.
n now but it aint no further a long
n it was In januery as far as I ran
& this here boss carpenter they
working wouldent never be

ehed for speed. 1 was out there to&asked him how much longer he
jld be working & he says I cant go
y fast now because Ini waiting for
m to biing the mill work, so I got
call up the mill work people torrow.the longer they dont ileliver
mill work the longer it will take
m to be threw with the house &
paving this here carpenter by the
and besides that we got to go &

d some wheres after the 1 of
rch because the real estate people
k our flat ofT of our hands when
told them we wanted to get a way
1 of march & they all ready sined
with them people that we had the
sub letted to & we will half to

ye out on or before next tues.
ere wear going to I dont know &
uess we might as well burn up the
nitur & so & throw our self in the
e.
our lucky <'barley that you aim in
jam like this If any body ever
Is this home stuff on you bust, them
the jaw. F. A. Cross.

* * * *

Chicago. Feb. 27.
ROTHKR Charley, well Charley
we finely got the mill work peoacouple of swedes to bring there

ff a round but before they brung it
5: they was down to the bank 4
tes argueing & they was scared
y wasent going to get there money
ause they had silted a contrack
It the contrackter that blowed up
me & thot because they dident

re no contrack with me I was going
beat them out of there stuff,
he man at the bank kept telling
m that the money was right there

ill tiliii1

"V Ol CAST OPK.N NO

them when they got there work
ivered but that dident do no Kood
the swede that was down there
Ih me called the bank a. lire & me
ire & a crook & I called him some
ngs to only I couldent call him as
1 as he is.
fell if it wasent for ha.ve.infj the

helrl up I would of fold him &
mill work to fjo to h-ell but what

lid I do because it would take :t
s. to get the work <iid somowheres
e Sc. all that time we would be
ring hord & paying the carpenter
Sc not getting no where, so finely
had to sine a paper garantecing
t the swede would get the money
t the bank all ready had for him
that was all lie wanted was my
rantee tho I couldent of got. the
ny myself with a stick of dlnamite.
promused to deliver the mill work
lay but I wouldent give a nickle a
>usand for his promuscs.
V'ell we got a place to bord & a
icc to stor the furnitur & its going
cust us $2.> a wk. for our board
10 to store the rurniture besides
ling it moved which will cost $10
m the flat to the store house &
more from there to the house if
house is ever ready for it.

hat's a bout all the news 1 got for
j this time & wisht I bad some
>d news but I guess Im lucky to
a live. rgds to Mary,

Kred A. Gross.
* * * *

Chicago. March 29.
ROTHER Charley. Well Charley
we been held up again & this

le it was the electrick It. fixtures
on-. /-..<» V. f hf>V

uriltc IIIVACU IIICI1I UUl. u. vaawj

t $200 in sted of the $100 we
ck in the bank to pay for them so

i txtra $100 comes out of my
;ket & besides tliat the arrhateoks
isin says the contrack only calls
2 cotes of paint oil the out side

the house where they should ouglit
be 3 & he can pet an other cote

t on for $60. which is pretty nice

him & besides all that 1m paying
> carpenter now evry wk. for u

s.
'he arehateck is still sick yet &
mvnt saw his cousin the last couple
wks. but X gueas the carpenters
ing things o k & as far as I can

s a arChateck might as well stay
:k all the wile for all the good
is accept drawing pitchers of the
w house before it is build.

F. A. Gross.
* * * *

Chicago, April 13.

|EAR cnartey. rne nouse is preny

near finished Charley & it looks
e fc worth all the trouble & Grace
rne out with me to see it yest. &
plum nuts over it so every things
k but my troubles isent over yet
heren the lattest. the village of Alinhas ordered us to put in a new

ment sidewalk & we got to have a

e walk up in to the yard up to
3 house as well as a long the st. &
going to cost a even $200.

Pell thats pretty bad, but that aint
thing. 1 asked a man a bout soing

I

AStory by.
grass seeds & fixing up the yare
ii ho says it must got to bo gradec
1st. 1 says what do you mean grader
& he says its all ups & downs &
the grounds a round the house i!
lower all ready then the. ground oul
by the st. I says it was in my contrackfor the contrackter to grade th<

I "THE HOOF OF T

! lot, but he dident do it. ho I got an

J other man to grade it for S1 -0. Ht
says well then you got stung for $1-0
because they hasent been no gradcing
did that 1 can see. 1 argudc with
him a bout it but he says hi
wouldent so no grass seeds or havt

I anything to do with it unlest it was

graded & he said he would grade it

& put black dirt on it so as the grasir
would grow & all so put in a drive

way ot cement and gravvle all foi

$200.
Well Charley they wasent nothing

for me to do but hire him &. did you
ever here any thing like it.
The gas has been ran in to the

house from the at. & the stove should
| ought to be there any day now & thf

house, is all wired for electrick Its

& all that part of it is o k & tbt

only thing there doing now is fixing
up the flors with pollish A: whet

thats did theyll be all threw but it

| takes time to do that 1 wisht i'
was nit over because wear sick o1

hording to say carpo'ntTthe bord & ! »>' f, thot the flnnisheI the time. & 1 \ for &. thats $H<hard ware to pa
comes theyl& when the 1 of ju >
you see

|)f. $120 int. to Pa.
me CharI got some thing K roCKefellor*

would he worrins '° ^'VoroM'
for the I?ehatecU= coustr
but some

eive some body som
got balled tip <& K

have coming & ij14i thing they d.dent ^e tj) th,| tnan a, ,he bank reffu(rtorder for the nn
why not & h»

I went down to drawed ou
says all the nothing W«all ready & the

j quit tryL^i^^nd a bout this her,
house.

% * * *

Allison. 111.. May <5.

P ROTHETl Charley. J bJJ®U|lTou,b nrvi r bele.ve . but «

house & tve been here VK

OP TDK W1M)QW>."

the furniturs here & the movers bustedIt all to peaces but we dont mini
a Utile thing like that. Grace is
tickled to death & as long is sheplesedits all o k but I got so mud
to do I aint got much time to write.

I railed up the arehateek today tt
see would he come out &- see it thing!
looked o U to him but he was stil
sick vet but the cousin come out «

WP was haveing supper & he sei
rlown with us tho we dident hav,
nothing to eat because the gas sto\<
aint come yet & even if it come
wouldent do no good because the
gas aint eoneeted. well the arehateek.
cousin says the house looks o k it
him accept that theys a few thing!
the matter & should ought to h,
filed up. He says you got a mitej
nice place here for $4000 beside!
what you payed for the lot. 1 say
where do you get thai stuff $400'
hesides what we payed for the lot

In <- im.wii fuvvil lur lilt- nil UfPIOPl
int. A J dont know Iiow much mon
then *4000 the liotise is going to cosl
us hut I bet its closter to $6000 &
then I A him set down A figured it
up. thev aint no chance now for mt
geting the hank payed up before thf
5 yrs. is up so Jst theys $4000 &
then theys $240 int. on the $4000
Then theys $.'0 for the garantee polisythat T payed when T got the lot
A; $30 for an other 1 when I got thf
money at the bank, and 1 payed for
the flnnished hard ware twict A that
$140 each time or $200. then T givf
the bank $60 for insurance & $60 fot
comishon A T give them $150 fot
my bal. on what I owed the archateck& the $50 T give him to start
with A $100 for the wall paper, that
money I gipe them for the archateck& the wall paper was paved
out some wheres else so I nav that
twict A *120 for <rradeing but thst
eraaeintr ciident take so T pav<»r] $30C
pinrf for the samp inb the 2d. tim
*r,0 for ** extra closets in the houseS' $300 for the earpenter that dour
the work when the contrarkter nuil
on tt»p & $°0ft for cement walk
'is all creckrtd all readv pud
for move?n«r & s*oreiner the furnitin
Sr its all busted to neeees fr flrtf
extra for eleetrick It. fxtu^es be.
cause Orace seen some she liked &
of rorse t*»pv was the most ex1nensiv& ^00 for a extra rote ol
oaint th"t T dont know weather vrtneeded it or not Rr T dont knour
weather it was ever nut on Rfo"Anr hnrd V*»1T wlirn-n < » Qtuved »»

Well we figured that all up & il
amts. to $1600 & that dont includ ths
$4000 or the $3000 for the lot so whal
was suposed to cost me a bout $730<
or $7400 is going to cost me $11.00(& T aint got a cent in the world &
theys int. do the 1 of July & besides
that we got to buy cole to heat ths

, water for the liatii tub & wash basens
t because thev was snnnsed »#. .....

a gas boater but they made a miss
take & nut in a role heater ft th«
arohatocks cousin is sorry they midt
the miss take but says we can get 11
changed to a gas heater for a boul
$125.
After hod went I looked a round

& I just got threw looking & T found
out that all as is the matter with th«
house is that the doors thats shut
dont open & the doors thats oper

_

Ring W. Lardner
1 clout shut & you cunt lock none ot

them & yon cant open none of the
I windows which is all o k now because

it aint hot yet A we «int got no

' screens tho we ordered them 1 mo.

t a go A they 11 cost ISO more A theyj
no room in the kitchen for a stove or

a tabic A the roof of the house leeks

:

HK HOI SB LEAKS."

j & wo aint got no electrick lamps thai
we Ordered when the fixtures was put
in & we will half to go to bed when it

gets dark nights un lest we want to
run a round with candles like I beer
doing A- the cellers full of water A
besdes that the sewer backs up in to
the cellar from the St.
But the kids seems to be hnvein' a

, hell of a time espeshally little lid
A- Grace is running a round like a

.
chicken .with there'liead off A- tickeld
to deat*^ so what kick have 1 got
comeine^- even if I owe more mone>
then I'll ever see & my hares turned

1 gray & the papers As paning th<
life out of the dept. because theys 1

j or 2 stick up men a round town.
' Tomorrow I got to buy some colt
! to run the heater & coles only $14 a

ton out here A- I got to buy a refigjereatorbecause we was suposed
i to have 1 built in but they left It
' out while the archateck was sick A
' I got to get « plumber to take th'
1 water out of the cellar A- see w-eathei
f he cant coax the sewer to stay out
" doors. I dont know where thevll put

i the gas stove if thev bring it & if w<
I was to put both the gas stove A- tht
' kitchen table in the kitchen Gract
1 would have to cut her self in 2 to get
I in A- cook the meals or wash th»

I dishs. well Char'ev Tm going to bet
' A- its 10 to 1 the bed will brake dowr

hut if it does I'll lay right there or
the floor A- not never know the differ.
ence.

r J rgrds. to Mary.
i j Fred A. Gross.

' 4. 4. 4 «

' Allison. 111.. June 23.
i pROTHKP. Charley. well Charlej
1 we been liveing in the house
I a bout 6 wks. now & the gas stoves

J been here 4 days & I dont know how
> they remembered to bring it & w<

finely managed to get 2 of the windowsopen & its been frightful hoi
but we dont dare keep them open verj

II long to a time because the screen?
r isent here yet. We got the stove
' ! & the table both in the kichen &

I they aint no danger of me going it
the kichen & bothering Grace becauseif I went in there it would
take this here Houdini to get me out
Well Charley the archateck flnelj

got all o k again and come out t<
see us & what do you think he pulled
on me. He says my cousin was tellingme that your place cost $320(
more than you figured A I says yes
it did. So just as he was going he
left me a bill for $160 & he says he
was suposed to get 5^1 of the cost
of the house & if they was $3200
extras he should ought to have $160
more, do you know what I says to
him. I says wait a minut you got it
figured rong. I bought a lawn more

today to cut the grass when it comes

up A it cost me $16 so I think you
should ought to add on 40 cents,
then I shut the door as clost as it
will shut & he beat it & stopped out
side to take some pitchers of the
house & I supose he will try to soke
me 5% of what it costs to get them
pitchers developed.
Well Charley next wk. I got to pay

the 1st int. on the lone down to the
bank A I dont know where the
moneys comeing from & I says some
thing a bout it to Grace A she says
she would write A ask her old man,
Hos a good old scout Charley A 1
bet he will come acrost but I hate

: to be touching him all the wile. But
thevs 1 thing sure he wont never

' half to give Grace no more berth
day presents not even if he lives 2C1 yrs. more.
The Walters was out to see us to>day & there tickled to death with the

» house & they got the building- bugI now. well Charley after alls said &
- did its the only life when you gotI children & if I was you Id get busy' & get in to the game.

Kindest to Mary.
Kred A. Gross.

tCep.rriirht. 1921.»
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American Cob Pipes.
a MEUTCA gave the world tobaccr

J and it has also given it the corr
) cob pipe. About forty million corr

cob pipes are manufactured yearly lr
. the United States and most of them
1 are turned out in Missouri. Th<
American corn cob pipe is smoked on

> the streets of Cairo, the streets ot
! London, throughout South Africa. an<j
smoke goes up from it all over Aus
tralia.
This age is roundly and soundly de

nounced as the age of luxury, the age
i of extravagance, the age of riotous

living- and the age of reckless waste,
yet the corn cob pipe, symbol of early
American simplicity and old-fashioneddemocracy, or republicanism, continuesto give its consolation to the
world. It is surprising that the corn

cob pipe survives, first because it is
so old-fashioned, and, second, because
it is cheap. It is the "American meerschaum."
Probably there are more brier pipes

than corn cob pipes, but the corn cob
pipe is made out of a corn cob and the
brier pipe is not made out of brier
The real French brier and Italian
brier pipes are made out of the roots
of the heather, the "pur-r-r-pul hayther."of -which Harry Lauder sings.
Heather grows abundantly in Europe,
about as abundantly as sage brush
and greasewood in the western country.The French word for heather is
"bruyere." pronounced "brue-yaire."
The English in speaking of the bruy

1 1 0 . n(wA no TM n IntA »Ua k«K
f ere ouwi \#» «. I»iyc vamv tutu mo ||«U'

) it of c(tiling: it a brier pipe, and it Is
: brier pipe today, though it is made ol
! the root-wood of the heather, re>markably light, fire-resistant, ab>sorbent and often beautifully grained

It is not naturally brown, but is ol
i light color.Just the color of fresh
> chopped wood, perhaps a shade darker
> than pine when it is first cut. The
t pipe bowl is stained to the shade of
t mahogany because pipe smokers have
formed the habit of considering that

I the proper color for a pipe. Of
I course, if you should buy a pipe the
> real color of heather root It woald
t soon turn dark on absorbing the Lai
i and oils of utecca

i

Dr. Steinme
Future Ele

THE coallcss cities, the furnace-'
less homes, often spoken of.
hut usually referred to as a

dream of the scientists, are

coming in the very near future, accordingto I>r. Charles I'. Stcinmetz.
world-famous electrical wizard.
"Cooking and heating h» electricity

is nothing new. Nor is the electrifyingof railroads and the operating of
factory plants by electricity. but the

day is not far distant when this serv-j
ice to mankind w ill be extended.' says'
the engineer. "It all remains on a

means for reducing the costs of dec-
trieitv to revolutionize all our domes-
tie life."

j l)r. Steinmetz's accomplishments
have been such that anything he predictsabout electricity is well worthy
of serious consideration, no matter
how bizarre his ideas may seem.
Consider the enormous loss sustain-

£d every year by not utilizing coal to
the greatest possible extent Think
of the enormous amount of coal used
in the United States in the course of
a year. In ISIS the consumption was

857.000.000 tons, which may not mean

much to the average person, until illustratedhy a picturesque comparisonby L>r. Stelnmetz
* * * *

"One of the wonders of the world
is the great Chinese wall, running
across China for hundreds of miles, by
which that country unsuccessfully
tried to protect Its northern border
from invasion. Using the coal pro'dueed in one year as building material.we could build with it a wall,
like the Chinese wall, around the
United States, a distance not of hundredsbut of thousands of miles And
the coal producer the next year would
represent chemical energy sufficient
to lift this entire wall into space for
a height of "00 miles.
"Our present methods of utilizing

coal Is inefficient. In converting it
into electricity we throw away about

! so per cent of the chemical energy
as heat. At the same time we burn

, many millions of tons of coal for heat
energy and in this process waste the.
20 per cent high potential energy. It

j seems an economical crime to burn
coal for mere heating without first

, taking out as much high-grade en"i!Si. mechanical or electrical, as is eco.nomically feasible.
"All these steps tend toward cheapter electricity. Startling will be the

changes when this time comes. At
, present when we want to keep warm

. on a cold day we use a furnace, kitchtj en range, the fireplace and other un.! satlsfactorv and Insanitarv methods.
] In the .summer, when the temperature
! is above normal, we are practically
i helpless and have to suffer. Electric
. fans give some relief.

"But when heating is all done electrically."says Dr. Steinmetz. "and I
want seventy degrees in my home. I
shall set the thermostat at seventy
and the temperature will not rise
above that point. This temperature

7 will be maintained uniformly regard.less of the weather outside. This will
also hold true on the warm day when

® the temperature outside may be nine'ty or 100 degrees. The same electri;cal apparatus will cool the air, and.
what's more, it will also keep the hu,midity normal at all times.
"Then. too. there is ventilation which

" does not exist in the average home
! today. At present we have to depend
. on windows, doorways and electric

fans to blow the bad air out. and with
it we lose, in winter, most of the
heat we produced in our furnaces.

' When electricity is developed we will
I have an apparatus for bringing fresh

air into the house, destroying the bad
air and recovering the heat from the

' warm exhaust, air.
> "Cooking by electricity will also be
I much more satisfactory. No more coal
ranges and a great deal of our food
can be cooked on the table. This can

' also be automatically regulated. For
i example, we want to cook a cake. We
know this should be at a heat of 230
degrees for a period of forty-five minutes.so we set the regulator at 230|45' and cease to worry. At the expirationof 45 minutes the heat is au1tomatically turned off.
"Entertainment in our home will

also be improved. There will be no
need to go to some congested, poorly
ventilated hall for a musical concert.
We just push a plug into a base
receptacle, as we do for the vacuum
cleaner or table lamp, and we can
have the concert brought into our
homes. Music will be supplied by a
central station and distributed to subscribersby wire, just as we get our

telephone service today. Perhaps this
may be by wireless, the home being]
equipped by a radio receiving appa-1
ratus. With this arrangement im-
proved, we may hear grand opera
stars as they sing in European capi1tals while sitting in our libraries at
home.

; * * *

"The most essential purpose of the
°

cellar today is a satisfactory place
to house the heating furnace, the coal
supply and ashes. With the home
electrical, these two purposes, as well

; as many others of lesser importance,
are eliminated. So what use can wc

put this space to?
"With the elertrical improvements

to come, there will be a change in our
transportation system. There will be
more electric automobiles and electric
bicycles and tricycles will be developed.Because of their simplicity
and low price they will be available
to almost every one." predicts Dr.

* Stcinnietz. Our cellars will be the
place to keep them. We will have
driveways going under the house.
This will eliminate the need for
garages, which many times mar

the beauty of the landscape of the
property. While the cars are in the

.a. al Ml <Uai. l-.o
DaSCITlPni tnej will uavc tucu ua i1teries recharged.

! "Electricity will be used so genIerally then that the cost will likely
ba apportioned on the basis of a tax.
like our water tax of today. The
charge will probably be so much a

plug, as we arc now charged so much
a faucet. Electricity will be so cheap
that it will not pay to have meters
Installed, readings taken and a systemof accounts kept.
"Today water is used universally

and no one would think of charging a

friend or even a stranger for a drink.
The same will be true with elecitriclty. When the friend calls with
his electric vehicle it will be driven
into your cellar and the battery will
be recharged while he is making his
call. It won't make any difference to

your bill, for you are charged for the
use of so many plugs or attachment
receptacles."
"But what about the factory smoke

which will float over our cities?" Dr.
Steinmetz was asked. "Will this same

day see them entirely electrified?"
"I think so. High potential lines

from the central stations will be
able to transmit sufficient power to
turn the wheels of industry. Smoke
is being eliminated in some instances
right now. Coal boilers are still beingused, but electricity is doing away
with the smoke and incidentally is
resulting in the reclamation of thousandsof dollars' worth of material
that formerly went up out of the
chimney.

"Until that day arrives when everythingwill be electrified, a great deal
nt tlx. smoke can be eliminated by a
central station located on the outskirts.which will be automatically
coaled. Right now. the greater part
of our smoke comes when coal is
shoveled on in bulk on our fires. If
these fires were coaled by automatic
stokers there would be very little
moke."
All these changes in our domestic

life will probably tend to rerolutloniire the appearance of cities. No dirt,
dost or smoke will be permissible and
cities will be store sanitary. The

. Used S15 bm dtam .Without Area

tz Predicts
jctrical Cities
and with no animals for traction
laoor. there h ill be no dust or dirt, fl
With clean, pure air city dwellers I

Hill be able to make their yards mero |attractive, and cities can improve and
beautify their narks. Kvrrpreen pine
trees can be grown near homer, addingto the health of the community.
These do not grow in the cities today
because of the smoke, dust and grases
Trees need fresh air and their needles
are lungs. The evergreen does not
shod its needles in the fall h* other
k uu uiru I'-mrp, tilijn ir|'i«i hir
their smoke-chocked breathers with
new. It has but one set of needles
and in the cltv these become so

clogged with dust and smoke that
the tr<*e dies from suffocation.

* * * *

It is al! h pretty picture, this day
when everything: will be «-lectrh.<
Hut for the fact that Dr Steinrm'z
foresees such a condition, the thought
might l»e dismissed hs an over,enthusiastic dream However, wonderfulas have been past achievement*.one is safe in believing they
will seem insignificant compared with
those of future years.
One must look back forty years to

1880 and observe how primitive were
maiy of the conditions of existem e,
as view ed from our present-day standipoint. How did the people of those
days manage to get along without the
telephone. the typewriter, the cash
register, the safety bicycle, the ele<

'trie street car. the player-piano, the
skyscraper building w ith steel skele
ton. the wireless, the automobile and
a multitude of minor conveniences
now in common use but unknown
then? Hook back 100 years, and it is
like jumping into the dark ages.
"Most persons have never stopped

to consider just how dependent we are
on electricity toda>." said Mr. Stein.metz "Living would be almost impossibleif electricity should go on strike
for a day w ithout notice.
"Take, for example, a time when you

may he attending a dinner on the
roof garden of some hotel. Electricity] ceases The plac e is suddenly throw n
into complete darkness You rush to
the telephone to find out what is the
matter, but the telephone doesn't
work without electricity; you call the
waiter and tell him to bring some

(candles; be hurries to the elevator,
for you are on the twentieth floor, but
the elevator isn't working. He then
runs down the long flights to the of1flee, secures candles and returns'; the
room is poorly lighted, but you can
aee your way out. You face the same
long w alk as the waiter, down flight
After flight of stairs to the main floor,
You leave the hotel and plan taking u
trolley car home, but the cars are not
running. You call for a taxi, but none

(are able to start: their electric bat-
teney arc on strike. Being a long
way from home, you decide you will
remain at the hotel for the night, and
return. The beet room the clerk hasI to offer is on the sixth floor, and you
have to walk. Struggling your way
[through dimly lighted halls and stair[ways, you are at last ushered Into
[ your room. Two candles afford the
'only light. The exertion has made you
thirsty. You just must have a drink
of water before retiring, but when
you turn the faucet there ia no water,
for the electric pumps have stopped.
You push the button for the bellboy
to bring some water, but there is no
response: the bell doesn't ring. So
you go to bed and make the beat of
it until morning.j "Upon arising you are anxious to
see the morning paper, to learn whatI has happened, but their Is no paper,
the typesetting machines and prtntiing presses can not operate without! electricity. So you decide to visit the
newspaper ofllce. You are anxious for
the news from important places, but
the newspapers have no bulletins exceptof local interest, for the telegraphwires are closed and news
from other cities must be relayed by
courier, as in the olden days, and It
has not yet arrived.
"And so on will be your troubles

for the remainder of the day. Yet,
electricity ia only in ita Infancy.
Benjamin Franklin said that he would
like to be sealed up in a wine cask
for 100 years and then come out and
view the world as it would be at the
end of that time. We can imagine how
amazed and delighted Franklin would
be If permitted to behold the electricalmarvels of the twentieth century.Yet I fee] safe in saying this
would be but slight as compared to
our surprise if we should seclude ourselvesat this time for a like period
and view the world in 2021."

Food and Medicine.
Many articles now used as food were

formerly eaten as medicine. In the middleages strawberries were prescribed as
a cure for consumption and ulcers, and
long after that Linnaeus descriDod them
in his wr.rks on botany as a remedy for
gout. They were also recommended by
the physickers of old as 'excellent good
to cure the liver, the blood and the
spleen." In the Brit:sh Tshw today, and
perhaps in America, tnousands of lassies
auu tallica anoai iii*r fuawucii ^ ««

an a;d to the complexion.
Very early in the history cf garden

vegetables. cr parder. sass. these things
were not looked on so much as food as
things to give savor to food. It was
not then understood that one could work
and ma'ntain his strength on such light
stuff. But the older peopie seemed to
understand that fruits and vegetables
were good medicine, and it is true today
that garden truck, though much better
known than formerly for its food values,
is also well thought of for i*s medicinal
properties. Tomatoes arc said to be
good for the liver, carrots for the complexion,spinach for many interns* troublesand onions for the blood, and the
value of fruits for keeping the system In
good condition is universally believed.

Sugar was at first sold by apothecaries.both as a medicine and as a
thing to sweeten and make other medicinesmore palatable, for in those days
a medicine which was not bitter and
nauseous was not considered effective.
The sugar habit grew on people. Its productionwas stimulated and today the
whole world uses it as food.
When coffee was introduced into Englandin the middle of the seventeenth

tenturv it was heralded for its healthgivingproperties, and the habit became
established. A coffee advertisement publishedin 1657, and which is believed to
have been the first coffee adverti.«e>mentin England, thus praised its virtues:
"A very wholesome physical drink,

having many exoeilent vertues, closes the
orifice of the stomach, fortifies the heat
within, helpeth digestion, quickeneth
the spirits, maketh the heart lightsom.
IS gooa against, ej worrai cuugus am*

colds, rhumes, consumptions, headaches,
colds, rhumes, consumptions, head-aches,
many others."

Very Capable.
\ SEA CAPTAIN, holding a glass of
^ lime juice approvingly up to the
light, said:
"Navies are different today from

what they used to be. A roan was

talking to an old sailor. The sailor
said:

" 'Tes, sir, my boss was in the Navy,
too.'

" 'In the Navy, was he?" said the
man. 'What was his official capacity,
may I askT

" 'Four to five quarts, sir,* said the
old sailor."

Ignorance.
T^HK spcuer ms u«n> xiorscn

Townsend. He said:
"I had in Tours a French servant

girl who was preparing to migrate
to our ahorea In buying hor outflt
she wanted to go in hoavily for furs
and fur linings, but I said to hor:

" 'Why so many furs? It isn't as
cold as all that in the United States.'
"'Indeed it is. then,' said the girt,

and she tossed her head. Too can't
foot me, monsieur lo general. Isn't
it the United states that all eur
trosen meet oomee Creaaf "

t


